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West:
Cheese:   5.54  billion pounds
Butter:       1.03  billion pounds
NDM:         1.125 billion pounds

U.S. Geographic Regions
2019 Production of Selected Products

 Top 10 Cheese States
   2019              1989

Wisconsin   Wisconsin
California   Minnesota
Idaho    California
New Mexico  New York
New York   Iowa
Minnesota   Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania  Missouri
South Dakota  Idaho  
Iowa    South Dakota
Ohio    Illinois

Central:
Cheese:   6.00 billion pounds
Butter:       772.7 million pounds
NDM:         365.1 million pounds

Atlantic:
Cheese:   1.60 billion pounds
Butter:       189.1 million pounds
NDM:         360.6 million pounds

US Cheese Production Set Another 
Record In 2019 Despite Declines 
In Five Of Top 10 Producing States

percent in 2018 and 46.4 percent 
in 2017, up from 45.1 percent in 
2016 and 44.3 percent in 2010 but 
down from 48.4 percent in 2000 
and 64.9 percent in 1991 (the first 
year for which regional production 
statistics are available).

There were 230 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Central region in 
2019, three fewer than the year 
before

The Western region’s 2019 
cheese production totaled 5.54 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.6 percent, or 87 
million pounds, from 2018.

The West’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 42.2 per-
cent, up from 41.8 percent in 2018 
and 41.3 percent in 2017, down 
from 42.5 percent in 2016 and 
42.6 percent in 2010, but up from 
35.5 percent in 2000 and 19.8 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 99 plants producing 
cheese in the West region in 2019, 
four fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled 1.6 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.8 percent from 
2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US cheese 
output last year was 12.1 percent, 
unchanged from 2018, down from 
12.4 percent in 2017 and 2016, 
13.1 percent in 2010, 16 percent 
in 2000 and 15.3 percent in 1991.

There were 228 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Atlantic region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Production Declines In Both 
Wisconsin And California
Cheese production in Wisconsin in 
2019 totaled 3.364 billion pounds, 
down 1.7 percent, or 59.1 million 
pounds, from 2018’s record out-
put.

That was the first decline in 
Wisconsin’s cheese production 
since 2001, when output of 2.133 
billion pounds was down 59 mil-
lion pounds from 2000.

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 25.6 per-
cent, down from 26.3 percent in 
2018, 26.7 percent in 2017, 26.6 
percent in 2000, 31.5 percent in 
1990 and 43 percent in 1970.

There were 127 plants produc-
ing cheese in Wisconsin in 2019, 
two fewer than in 2018.

California’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled 2.54 billion pounds,

See Cheese Output, p. 17

United States cheese production 
in 2019 totaled a record 13.137 
billion pounds, up 0.8 percent, or 
99.9 million pounds, from 2018, 
according to Dairy Products 2019 
Summary, which was released late 
last month by USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS).

US cheese production hasn’t 
declined since 1991, when output 
of 6.055 billion pounds was down 
about 4.6 million pounds from 
1991. 

But last year’s increase of just 
under 100 million pounds was the 
smallest increase, in volume terms, 
since 2003, when cheese produc-
tion of 8.557 billion pounds was 
only up about 10 million pounds 
from 2002.

To put last year’s cheese pro-
duction increase in some recent 
historical perspective, during the 
decade of the 2010s (2010-2019), 
US cheese production increased 
by almost 2.7 billion pounds (from 
10.44 billion pounds to 13.12 bil-
lion pounds), or an average of 
269.4 million pounds per year. 

That period included four annual 
cheese production increases of 
more than 350 million pounds: in 
2018, when output of 13.04 bil-
lion pounds was up 397.4 million 
pounds from 2017; in 2017, when 
production of 12.64 billion pounds 
was up 458.4 million pounds; in 
2016, when output of 12.18 bil-
lion pounds was up 350.1 million 
pounds from 2015; and in 2014, 
when production of 11.5 mil-
lion pounds was up 410.4 million 
pounds from 2013.

In 2019, there were 557 plants 
producing cheese in the US, eight 
fewer than in both 2018 and 2017, 
42 more than in 2010, 155 more 
than in 2000, and 41 more than 
in 1990.

West’s Share Rises, Central’s 
Cheese Output Falls
Cheese production in the Central 
region last year totaled 6.0 billion 
pounds, down 0.01 percent, or 
548,000 pounds, from 2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US cheese production last year 
was 45.7 percent, down from 46.0 
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American-Type Cheese Output 
Falls 0.4%; Share Of Total       
Production Drops Below 40%

For more information, visit www.kuselequipment.com

There were 70 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Wis-
consin in 2019, two fewer than in 
2018.

Idaho moved past California into 
the number two spot in American-
type cheese production last year, 
although the state’s production, 
623.1 million pounds, was actually 
down 0.4 percent from 2018.

Idaho’s share of American-type 
cheese production in 2019 was 
11.9 percent, unchanged from 
2018 and 2017, down from 15.9 
percent in 2010 and 13.9 percent 
in 2000 but up from 3.6 in 1990.

There were five plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Idaho 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 American-
type cheese production totaled 
608.3 million pounds, down 2.3 
percent from 2018.

Minnesota’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 11.6 percent, down from 11.9 
percent in 2019, unchanged from 
2018 but down from 17.9 percent 
in 2000, 20.6 percent in 1990 and 
19.1 percent in 1980.

There were nine plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Min-
nesota last year, one more than in 
2018.

California’s American-type 
cheese production in 2019 totaled 
608.3 million pounds, down 2.3 
percent from 2018 and the fourth 
straight decline after the state’s 
output reached a record 652.8 mil-
lion pounds in 2015.

California’s share of American-
type cheese last year was 11.4 per-
cent, down from 12.0 percent in 
2018, 12.5 percent in 2017, 14.2 
percent in 2010 and 17.6 percent 
in 2000, but up from 10.7 percent 
in 1990 and 2 percent in 1980.

There were 18 plants producing 
American-type cheese in Califor-
nia last year, which was unchanged 
from 2018. 

Oregon’s 2019 American-type 
cheese production totaled 209.9 
million pounds, up 0.5 percent 
from 2018. Oregon’s share of 
American-type cheese output last 
year was 4 percent, unchanged 
from 2018.

There were six plants producing 
American-type cheese in Oregon 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

Iowa’s American-type cheese 
production last year totaled 203.2 
million pounds, up 11.6 percent 
from 2018.

Iowa’s share of American-type 
cheese output in 2019 was 3.9 per-
cent, up from 3.5 percent in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Iowa 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in New York last year totaled 
141.6 million pounds, up 1.5 per-
cent from 2018. New York’s share 
of American-type cheese produc-
tion last year was 2.7 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 24 plants producing 
American-type cheese in New York 
in 2019, one fewer than in 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in all other states last year 
totaled 1.85 billion pounds, up 1.5 
percent from 2018. All other states 
last year accounted for 35.3 per-
cent of total American-type cheese 
output, up from 34.6 percent in 
2018.

There were 125 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in all 
other states in 2019, two fewer 
than in 2018.

US production of American-type 
cheese in 2019 totaled 5.232 bil-
lion pounds, down 0.4 percent, or 
21.5 million pounds, from 2018’s 
record output.

Despite the production decline, 
last year marked the third straight 
year in which American-type 
cheese production topped 5 bil-
lion pounds.

American-type cheeses (which 
includes Cheddar, Colby, Monterey 
Jack, washed curd and stirred 
curd) accounted for 39.8 percent 
of US cheese production last year, 
down from 40.3 percent in 2018 
and 40.1 percent in 2017, up from 
39.1 percent in 2016 but down 
from 41.1 percent in 2010, 44.1 
percent in 1990 and 59.6 percent 
in 1980.

There were 265 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
US last year, four fewer than in 
2018.

Central’s Share Falls Below 
50%; West’s Share Rises 
American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Central region last year 
totaled 2.6 billion pounds, down 
1.4 percent from 2018.

In 2019, the Central region 
accounted for 49.7 percent of 
American-type cheese production, 
down from 50.2 percent in 2018 
and 50.9 percent in 2017, up from 
48.2 percent in 2016, but down 
from 52.1 percent in 2000 and 
72.9 percent in 1991.

There were 128 plants produc-
ing American-type cheeses in the 
Central region in 2019, one fewer 
than in 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the West region last year 

totaled 2.3 billion pounds, up 0.4 
percent from 2018.

The West region in 2019 
accounted for 43.9 percent of US 
American-type cheese production, 
up from 43.4 percent in 2018 and 
42.7 percent in 2017, down from 
45.6 percent in 2016, but up from 
43.3 percent in 2000 and 21.9 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the West 
region last year, unchanged from 
2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Atlantic region in 2019 
totaled 336.9 million pounds, up 
1.5 percent from 2018.

Last year, the Atlantic region 
accounted for 6.4 percent of Amer-
ican-type cheese output, up from 
6.3 percent in 2018, unchanged 
from 2017 and up from 6.2 per-
cent in 2016.

There were 93 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region last year, three 
fewer than in 2018.

Idaho Ranks 2nd In Output, 
Moving Past California
Wisconsin’s 2019 production of 
American-type cheese totaled 
1.003 billion pounds, down 2.2 
percent from 2018 but still the 
third straight year in which the 
state’s American-type cheese out-
put topped 1.0 billion pounds.

Wisconsin’s share of US Amer-
ican-type cheese production last 
year was 19.2 percent, down from 
19.5 percent in 2018, 20 percent 
in 2018, 19.8 percent in 2010, 
24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent 
in 1990, 41.8 percent in 1980, and 
45.8 percent in 1970.

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS
Since the 1800s, Kusel has been manufacturing high quality cheese  
making equipment that’s built to last. �at’s why large-scale industry 
leaders and smaller artisanal makers trust us time and again. With an 
established line of equipment, and our experienced team at your  
service, you can count on Kusel.

920.261.4112
Sales@KuselEquipment.comKuselEquipment.com

American-Type Cheese Production - 2019
State Output

millions
Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2019 
Share

Wisconsin 1.003 b -2.2 19.2 19.5

Idaho 623.1 m -0.4 11.9 11.9

Minnesota 608.3 -2.3 11.6 11.9

California 596.5 -5.3 11.4 12.0

Oregon 209.9 0.5 4.0 4.0

Iowa 203.2 11.6 3.9 3.5

New York 141.6 1.5 2.7 2.7

Other 1.85 b 1.5 35.3 34.6

Region Output/Pounds Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 2.6 b -1.4 49.7 50.2

West 2.3 b 0.4 43.9 43.4

Atlantic 336.9 1.5 6.4 6.3

U.S. Total 5.232 b -0.4 39.8 40.3
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Cheddar Production Falls 1.7%;  
First Drop In Output Since 2011

2018 and the state’s highest Ched-
dar production since 2000, when it 
totaled 604.7 million pounds.

Minnesota’s share of output last 
year was 15.8 percent, up from 
15.5 percent in 2018, 15.1 percent 
in 2017 and 15.2 percent in 2010, 
but down from 21.5 percent in 
2000 and 23.9 percent in 1990.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Minnesota 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

California’s Cheddar output last 
year totaled 309.2 million pounds, 
down 7.6 percent from 2018 and 
the state’s lowest Cheddar output 
since 1996, when it totaled 308.6 
million pounds. California’s Ched-
dar production record of 561.6 
million pounds was set in 2002.

California’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 8.3 
percent, down from 8.8 percent 

in 2018, 9.6 percent in 2017, 10.4 
percent in 2010 and 19.9 percent 
in 2002.

There were 17 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in California last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Oregon’s 2019 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 171.9 million pounds, 
down 0.3 percent from 2018. Ore-
gon’s share of US Cheddar output 
last year was 4.6 percent, up from 
4.5 percent in 2018.

There were six plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Oregon last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Cheddar production in Iowa in 
2019 totaled 106.4 million pounds, 
down 6.4 percent from 2018. 
Iowa’s share of US Cheddar pro-
duction in 2019 was 2.8 percent, 
down from 3.0 percent in 2018.

See Cheddar Output, p. 16

of 951.2 million pounds, set back 
in 1983. But it has grown consider-
ably since 2011, when it was just 
under 550 million pounds, the low-
est level since 1975.

Wisconsin’s share of US Ched-
dar output last year was 19.1 per-
cent, up from 18.8 percent in 2018 
and 18.9 percent in 2017 but down 
from 19.6 percent in 2010, 25.6 
percent in 2000, 32.4 percent in 
1990 and 48.2 percent in 1970.

There were 69 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Wisconsin in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 Cheddar 
production totaled 589.7 million 
pounds, up 0.01 percent from 

US production of Cheddar cheese 
last year totaled 3.74 billion 
pounds, down 1.7 percent, or 65 
million pounds, from 2018.

That was the first decline in 
Cheddar output since 2011, when 
production of 3.1 billion pounds 
was down 4.3 percent, or 138.6 
million pounds, from 2010.

In 2019, Cheddar cheese 
accounted for 28.4 percent of US 
cheese production, down from 
29.2 percent in 2018 and 29.4 per-
cent in 2017, up from 28.2 percent 
in 2016, but down from 31 percent 
in 2010, 34.1 percent in 2000, 39.3 
percent in 1990, 43.9 percent in 
1980, 53.7 percent in 1970 and 
71.1 percent in 1950.

There were 241 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the US in 
2019, six fewer than in 2018.

Production Falls In Central, 
West Regions, Up In Atlantic
Cheddar production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.87 billion 
pounds, down 1.6 percent from 
2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US Cheddar output last year was 
50.2 percent, up from 50.1 percent 
in 2018, down from 50.3 percent 
in 2017, up from 47.3 percent in 
2010 and 48.5 percent in 2000 but 
down from 74.3 percent in 1991.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Central 
region in 2019, one fewer than in 
2018.

Cheddar production in the West 
region in 2019 totaled 1.54 billion 
pounds, down 2.4 percent from 
2018.

The West’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 41.3 
percent, down from 41.6 percent 
in 2018, 41.4 percent in 2017, 47.4 
percent in 2010 and 43.3 percent 
in 2000, but up from 21.9 percent 
in 1991.

There were 42 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in the West region 
last year, one fewer than in 2018.

Cheddar production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
318.8 million pounds, up 1.4 per-
cent from 2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US Ched-
dar output in 2019 was 8.5 per-
cent, up from 8.3 percent in 2018 
and 2017 and 5.3 percent in 2010.

There were 78 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2019, four fewer than in 
2018.

Wisconsin’s Output Declines,
But Share Increases
Cheddar cheese production in 
Wisconsin in 2019 totaled 712.6 
million pounds, down 0.3 percent 
from 2018.

Wisconsin’s Cheddar produc-
tion remains more than 200 mil-
lion pounds below its record level For more information, visit www.tetrapakusa.com



CHEESE REPORTERPage 10 May 15, 2020

Italian Cheese Production Sets 
New Record; West Boosts Share
US production of Italian-type 
cheese last year totaled a record 
5.67 billion pounds, up 1.8 per-
cent, or 101 million pounds, from 
2018’s record output.

Italian cheese production has 
increased every year since 2008, 
when output of 4.1 billion pounds 
was down 78 million pounds from 
2007. Production has set a new 
record high every year since 2010.

Last year, Italian cheese 
accounted for 43.2 percent of total 
US cheese production, up from 
42.7 percent in 2018 and 2017, 
down from 43.5 percent in 2016, 
but up from 42.3 percent in 2010, 
39.8 percent in 2000, 36.4 percent 
in 1990, 24.7 perent in 1980, 17.9 
percent in 1970 and 5.1 percent 
in 1950.

There were 215 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the US last 
year,  three fewer than in 2018.

West’s Output Hits 2.7
Billion, Share Rises To 46.7%
Italian cheese production in the 
West region in 2019 totaled 2.701 
billion pounds, up 3.9 percent from 
2018. The West’s Italian cheese 
output has more than doubled 
since 2002, when it totaled 1.29 
billion pounds.

The West’s 2019 share of US 
Italian cheese  production was 
47.6 percent, up from 46.7 percent 
in 2018, 46.4 percent in 2017, 44.9 

percent in 2010, 34.6 percent in 
2000 and 20.1 percent in 1991.

There were 48 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the West region in 
2019, two more than in 2018.

Italian cheese production in the 
Central region last year totaled 
2.271 billion pounds, up 0.9 per-
cent from 2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US Italian cheese output last year 
was 40 percent, down from 40.4 
percent in 2018 and 40.8 percent 
in 2017, up from 38.8 percent in 
2010 and 33.5 percent in 2000, but 
down from 55.5 percent in 1991.

There were 86 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the Central region 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 Italian 
cheese production totaled 699.1 
million pounds, down 2.9 percent 
from 2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US Italian 
cheese output in 2019 was 12.3 
percent, down from 12.9 percent 
in 2018, 12.8 percent in 2017, 16.3 
percent in 2010, 24.4 percent in 
2000 and 24.2 percent in 1991.

There were 81 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2019, five fewer than in 
2018.

Wisconsin’s Output Drops, 
California Ups Output, Share
Italian cheese production in Wis-
consin last year totaled 1.699 bil-

lion pounds, down 1.8 percent 
from 2018.

Wisconsin’s share of US Italian 
cheese production in 2019 was 30 
percent, down from 31.1 percent 
in 2018 and 31.6 percent in 2017, 
up from 27.8 percent in 2000, but 
down from 32.2 percent in 1990.

There were 59 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, unchanged from 
2018.

California’s 2019 
Italian cheese pro-
duction totaled 1.698 
billion pounds, up 3 
percent from 2018.

California’s share 
of Italian cheese out-
put last year was 29.9 
percent, up from 29.6 
percent in 2018, down 
from 30 percent in 
2017, and up from 22.1 
percent in 2000 and 
15.7 percent in 1990.

There were 34 
plants producing Ital-
ian cheese in California in 2019, 
three more than in 2018.

New York’s Italian cheese pro-
duction last year totaled 357.2 
million pounds, down 0.6 percent 
from 2018.

New York’s share of US Italian 
cheese production in 2019 was 6.3 
percent, down from 6.5 percent 
in 2018, 6.7 percent in 2017, 12.7 
percent in 2000 and 8.9 percent 
in 1990.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in New York last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Idaho’s 2019 Italian cheese 
production totaled 315.6 million 
pounds, which is up 8.4 percent 
from 2018.

Idaho’s share of US Italian 
cheese output last year was 5.6 
percent, up from 5.2 percent in 
2018 and 5.1 percent in 2017.

There were four plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Italian cheese production in 
Pennsylvania last year totaled 
263.4 million pounds, down 0.9 
percent from 2018.

Pennsylvania’s share of US Ital-
ian cheese production in 2019 was 

4.6 percent, down from 4.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the state of Penn-
sylvania in 2019, two fewer than 
in 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 Italian cheese 
production totaled 118.3 million 
pounds, up 3.3 percent from 2018. 
Minnesota’s share of US Italian 

cheese output last year was 2.1 
percent, unchanged from 2018.

There were five plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Minnesota last 
year, which is one fewer than in 
2018.

Italian cheese production in 
New Jersey last year totaled 31.7 
million pounds, down 33 percent 
from 2018. 

New Jersey’s share of US output 
was 0.6 percent, down from 0.9 
percent in 2018.

There were 10 plants producing 
Italian cheese in New Jersey last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Italian cheese production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 1.188 
billion pounds, up 6.7 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted for 
20.9 percent of US Italian cheese 
production last year, up from 20.0 
percent in 2018.

There were 71 plants producing 
Italian cheese in all other states in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

In the USDA-NASS Dairy Products 
2019 Summary, individual states are 
not shown when fewer than three 
plants reported or when individual 
plant operations could be disclosed. 

SUPERIOR RESULTS
WITH RELCO CHEESEMAKING SOLUTIONS.

RELCO provides a wide variety of cheese making equipment and 
systems for a comprehensive cheese plant design. Our cheese-
technology experts will design a process that is customized to meet 
your specific needs. We focus on alternative thinking to ensure our 
customers experience superior results.

Learn more about RELCO solutions at
relco.net/cheesereporter. 

Contact a RELCO expert today:

320.231.2210
sales@relco.net

 relco.net

For more information, visit www.relco.net/cheesereporter
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Italian-Type Cheese Production - 2019
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Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

West 2.701 b 3.9 47.6 46.7

Central 2.271 b 0.9 40 40.4

Atlantic 699.1m -2.9 12.3 12.9

U.S. Total 5.67 billion lbs 1.8 43.2 42.7

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2019
Share

2018
Share

Wisconsin 1.699 b -1.8 30 31.1

California 1.698 b 3.0 29.9 29.6

New York 357.2 m -0.6 6.3 6.5

Idaho 315.6 8.4 5.6 5.2

Pennsylvania 263.4 -0.9 4.6 4.8

Minnesota 118.3 3.3 2.1 2.1

Other 1.188 b 6.7 20.9 20.0
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Mozzarella Production Reaches 
Record 4.495 Billion Pounds, 
34.2% Of US Cheese Output
US Mozzarella production in 2019 
totaled a record 4.495 billion 
pounds, up 2.9 percent, or 128.2 
million pounds, from 2018.

Mozzarella production has now 
topped 4 billion pounds for four 
consecutive years.

Last year, Mozzarella accounted 
for 34.2 percent of total US cheese 
production, up from 33.5 percent 
in 2018, 33.0 percent in 2017, 
33.3 percent in 2010, 31 percent 
in 2000, 28.6 percent in 1990, 17.3 
percent in 1980 and 11.1 percent 
in 1970.

There were 136 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US last year, 
one more than in 2018.

West’s Share Of Mozz 
Increases To 56.6%
Mozzarella cheese production in 
the West region last year totaled 
2.55 billion pounds, up 4.8 percent 
from 2018.

The West’s share of United 
States Mozzarella production last 
year was 56.6 percent, up from 
55.6 percent in 2018, 55.9 percent 
in 2017, 52.7 percent in 2010, 39.4 
percent in 2000 and 22.8 percent 
in 1991.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the West 
region in 2019, two more than in 
2018.

The Central region’s 2019 Moz-
zarella production totaled 1.49 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.3 percent from 
2018.

The Central’s share of US Moz-
zarella output in 2019 was 33.2 
percent, down from 33.5 percent 
in both 2018 and 2017, and 33.7 
percent in 2010, up from 32 per-
cent in 2000, but down from 57.2 
percent in 1991.

There were 55 plants producing 
Mozzarella cheese in the Central 
region last year, unchanged from 
2018.

In 2019, Wisconsin accounted 
for 24.7 percent of US Mozzarella 
production, down from 26.1 per-
cent in 2018, down 26.6 percent 
fromn 2017, down 24.8 percent 
from 2010, 25.9 percent in 2000, 
32.3 percent in 1990 and 29.4 per-
cent in 1980.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the state 
of Wisconsin last year, unchanged 
from 2018.

Idaho’s 2019 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled a record 308.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 9.5 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Idaho last year accounted for 
6.9 percent of United States Moz-
zarella production, up from 6.5 
percent in 2018 and 6.3 percent 
in 2017.

There were three plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Mozzarella production in Penn-
sylvania in 2019 totaled 223 mil-
lion pounds, down 2.6 percent 
from 2018. 

Pennsylvania’s share of US Moz-
zarella output last year was 5 per-
cent, down from 5.2 percent in 
2018.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing Mozzarella cheese in Penn-
sylvania last year, one fewer than 
in 2018.

New York’s 2019 Mozzarella 
production totaled 189 million 
pounds, down 0.4 percent from 
2018. 

New York’s share of US Mozz 
output in 2019 was 4.2 percent, 
down from 4.3 percent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
Mozzarella in New York in 2019, 
which was two more than in 2018, 
it was reported.

Mozzarella production in New 
Jersey last year totaled 16.6 million 
pounds, down 50 percent from 
2018. There were seven plants 
producing Mozz in New Jersey in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Mozzarella production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 1.081 
billion pounds, up 9.1 percent 
from 2018. 

All other states accounted for 
24.1 percent of US Mozz output 
last year, up from 22.7 percent in 
2018.

There were 39 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in all other states in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Mozzarella production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
454.9 million pounds, down 4.8 
percent from 2018.

In 2019, the Atlantic region 
accounted for 10.1 percent of US 
Mozzarella output, down from 
10.9 percent in 2018, 10.6 percent 
in 2017, 13.7 percent in 2010, 20.8 
percent in 2000 and 20.0 percent 
in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region 
last year, which is one fewer than 
in 2018.

California Production Sets 
Record, Share Rises to 34.8%
Mozzarella production in California 
last year totaled a record 1.566 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.2 percent from 
2018’s record output and the sec-
ond straight year in which Califor-
nia produced more than 1.5 billion 
pounds of Mozzarella.

California’s share of US Mozza-
rella production in 2019 was 34.8 
percent, up from 34.4 percent in 
2018, down from 35.3 percent in 
2017 and 36.1 percent in 2010 but 
up from 24.1 percent in 2010, 18.4 
percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 28 plants producing 
Mozzarella in California in 2019, 
two more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Mozzarella 
cheese production totaled 1.11 
billion pounds, which was down 
2.4 percent from 2018’s record 
output.

Last year was the fifth straight 
year in which Wisconsin’s Moz-
zarella output topped 1 billion 
pounds.

ALPMA USA | 3015 W Vera Ave | Milwaukee, WI 53209 | phone: 414-351-4253 | email: USAsales@alpma.com | www.alpma.com

F R O M  M I L K  T O  C H E E S E
ALPMA-SULBANA continuous cooker/stretcher - water

Consistent, controlled and adjustable throughput

  Dual augers for an optimal mixing and cooking

  Standard with SEW-motors

  Extended stretching section

  Minimal water consumption

  Capacities up to 13,000 lbs. 
per hour on a single machine

  CIP-compatible

Technology for Processing | Cheese-Making | Cutting | Packaging

Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2019

Mozz
34.2%

Other 
Cheese
65.8%

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

West 2.428 b 4.3 55.8 55.9

Central 1.461 b 4.7 33.6 33.5

Atlantic 462.6 m 4.4 10.6 10.6

U.S. Total 4.350 b 4.4 33.4 33.0

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

State Output
Pounds

Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018  
Share

California 1.504 b 2.1 34.6 35.3

Wisconsin 1.138 b 2.5 26.2 26.6

Idaho 281.7 m 7.1 6.5 6.3

Pennsylvania 228.9 4.8 5.3 5.2

New York 189.7 0.4 4.4 4.5

Other 1.009 b 10.3 23.2 22.0

0.25

0.5

0.75

1

1.25

1.5

1.75

1989 1999 2009 2019

California Mozz
Cheese Production
1989 - 2019
millions to billions of pounds

For more information, visit www.alpma.com
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2019 Production Of Cream, Swiss,   
Hispanic Cheeses Set Records
US production of Cream and Neuf-
chatel cheese in 2019 totaled a 
record 935 million pounds, up 2.2 
percent from 2018’s record output 
and the fourth consecutive year in 
which Cream and Neufchatel out-
put topped 900 million pounds.

In 2019, Cream and Neufchatel 
cheese accounted for 7.1 percent 
of total US cheese production, up 
from 7.0 percent in 2018. 

There were 33 plants producing 
Cream and Neufchatel in the US 
last year, five fewer than in 2018.

Swiss cheese production in the 
US last year reached a record high 
of 338.3 million pounds, up 1.8 
percent from 2018 and 1.8 million 
pounds higher than the previous 
production record, which was set 
in 2010.

In 2019, Swiss cheese accounted 
for 2.6 percent of cheese produc-
tion, up from 2.5 percent in 2018.

There were 62 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in the US last year, 
two fewer than in 2018.

Ohio’s 2019 Swiss production 
totaled 155.5 million pounds, 
down 4.5 percent from 2018. 
Ohio’s share of US Swiss cheese 
output last year was 46 percent, 
down from 49 percent in 2018.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Ohio last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Swiss cheese 
production totaled 17 million 
pounds, down 2.3 percent from 
2018. There were nine plants pro-
ducing Swiss cheese in Wisconsin 
last year, two fewer than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s Swiss cheese 
production last year totaled 8.1 
million pounds, down 10 percent 
from 2018. There were 10 plants 

producing Swiss in Pennsylvania in 
2019, one more than in 2018.

Swiss cheese production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 157.8 
million pounds, up 10.2 percent 
from 2018. There were 30 plants 
producing Swiss in all other states 
in 2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Hispanic Cheese Production
Sets Another New Record
US production of Hispanic cheese 
in 2019 totaled a record 333 mil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent from 
2018’s record output. 

Last year was the second straight 
year in which Hispanic cheese 
production topped 300 million 
pounds. To put that in some histor-
ical perspective, Hispanic cheese 
production first topped 100 million 
pounds in 2001, then first topped 
200 million pounds in 2009. 

Hispanic cheese accounted for 
2.5 percent of total US production 
in 2019, up from 2.4 percent in 
2018. There were 63 plants pro-
ducing Hispanic cheese in the US 
last year, two more than in 2018.

California’s 2019 Hispanic 
cheese production totaled 142.5 
million pounds, down 1.4 percent 
from 2018. California’s share of US 
Hispanic cheese production last 
year was 42.8 percent, down from 
46.3 percent in 2018.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Hispanic cheese in California in 
2019, unchanged from 2018.

Wisconsin’s Hispanic cheese 
production last year totaled 98.2 
million pounds, up 5.2 percent 
from 2018. 

There were 16 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, one more than in 2018.

Hispanic cheese production in 
all other states last year totaled 
92.3 million pounds, up 24.7 per-
cent from 2018. All other states 
accounted for 27.7 percent of US 
production in 2019, up from 23.7 
percent in 2018.

There were 34 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in all other states 
in 2019, one more than in 2018.

Muenster, Feta, Blue Cheese
Set New Production Records
US production of Muenster cheese 
in 2019 totaled a record 196.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 3 percent from 
2018’s record output. Muenster 
production has increased every 
year since 2009, when output of 
115.5 million pounds was down 
1.7 million pounds from 2008.

There were 40 plants producing 
Muenster in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Muenster production in Wiscon-
sin last year totaled 63.8 million 
pounds, up 3.2 percent from 2018. 
There were 20 plants producing 
Muenster in Wisconsin in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Muenster production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 133.1 million 

pounds, up 2.8 percent from 2018. 
There were 20 plants producing 
Muenster in all other states last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Production of Blue and Gorgon-
zola last year totaled a record 94.7 
million pounds, up 0.1 percent 
from 2018. There were 53 plants 
making Blue and Gorgonzola in in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Feta production in 2019 totaled 
a record 130 million pounds, up 0.1 
percent from 2018’s record output.  
Feta output has risen by more than 
52 million pounds since 2010.

There were 50 plants producing 
Feta in the US last year, four more 
than in 2018.

Gouda production last year 
totaled 48.6 million pounds, down 
25.5 percent from 2018. There 
were 87 plants producing Gouda 
in 2019, two more than in 2018.

Production of all other types of 
cheese in 2019 totaled 155.9 mil-
lion pounds. There were 218 plants 
producing all other types of cheese 
in the US last year, four fewer than 
in 2018.

Cold Pack, Cheese Foods,
Processed Cheese Drop
In 2019, US production of pro-
cessed cheeses and combinations 
totaled 2.375 billion pounds, down 
0.5 percent from 2018. There were 
47 plants producing processed 
cheeses and combinations in the 
US, one fewer than in 2018.

Production of processed cheese 
last year totaled 1.6 billion pounds, 
down 10.1 percent from 2018. 
There were 27 plants producing 
processed cheese in the US in 
2019, unchanged from 2018.

Production of processed cheese 
foods and spreads in 2019 totaled 
740.5 million pounds, up 29.4 per-
cent from 2018 and the highest 
output since 2015, when it totaled 
873.3 million pounds. 

There were 23 plants pro-
ducing processed cheese foods 
and spreads in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

In 2019, production of cold pack 
cheese and cheese foods totaled 
30.2 million pounds, down 0.6 
percent from 2018. There were 13 
plants producing cold pack cheese 
and cheese foods in the US last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Other Cheese Types Production - 2019
Product State Output

millions
Percent Change

Swiss Ohio 155.5 -4.5

Swiss Wisconsin 17.0 -2.3

Hipanic Cheese California 142.5 -1.4

Hispanic Cheese Wisconsin 98.2 5.2

Hispanic Cheese Other 92.3 24.7

Hispanic Cheese Total US 333.0 6.8

Muenster Wisconsin 63.8 3.2

Muenster Other States 133.1 2.8

Cream/Neufchatel Total US 935 2.2

Brick Total US 2.0 -11.5

Feta Total US 130 0.1

Blue/Gorgonzola Total US 94.7 0.1

Gouda Total US 48.6 -25.5

All Other Total US 155.9
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US Butter Production Sets New 
Record For Second Straight Year

put since 2014, when it totaled 
612.7 million pounds. California’s 
output had reached a record high 
in 2012, at 654.2 million pounds.

California’s share of US butter 
production last year was 29.8 per-
cent, up from 29.4 percent in 2018, 
28.9 percent in 2017, 27.8 percent 
in 2000 and 16.2 percent in 1980.

There were 11 plants producing 
butter in California in 2019, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 butter 
production totaled 90.8 million 
pounds, up 5.5 percent from 2018. 
Pennsylvania’s share of US butter 
production last year was 4.6 per-
cent, up from 4.4 percent in 2018.

There were six plants producing 
butter in Pennsylvania last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Production in New York last year 
totaled 26.5 million pounds, up 7.2 
percent from 2018. There were 
nine plants producing butter last 
year, two fewer than in 2018.

Production in all other states in 
2019 totaled 1.282 billion pounds, 
up 0.2 percent from 2018. All other 
states accounted for 64.3 percent 
of US butter output last year, down 
from 65.0 percent in 2018.

There were 67 plants producing 
butter in all other states in 2019, 
two fewer than in 2018.

Nonfat Dry Milk Reaches 
Highest Level Since 1965
US production of nonfat dry milk in 
2019 totaled 1.85 billion pounds, 
up 4.1 percent from 2018 and the 
highest level of production since 
1965, when output was 1.99 billion 
pounds. Nonfat dry milk produc-
tion had reached a record high of 
2.23 billion pounds in 1962, and 
topped 2.0 billion pounds every 
year from 1961 to 1964.

There were 55 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the US last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Production in the West region in 
2019 totaled 1.125 billion pounds, 
up 3.9 percent from 2018. The 
West last year accounted for 60.8 
percent of US NDM output, down 
from 61.0 percent in 2018.

There were 26 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2018.

The Central region’s 2019 non-
fat dry milk production totaled 
365.1 million pounds, up 9.9 per-
cent from 2018. The Central region 
in 2019 accounted for 19.7 percent 
of US NDM production, up from 
18.7 percent in 2018.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Central region last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Nonfat dry milk production in 
the Atlantic region last year totaled 
360.6 million pounds, down 0.3 
percent from 2018. The Atlantic’s 
share of US NDM output in 2019 
was 19.5 percent, down from 20.4 
percent in 2018.

There were 12 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Atlantic region in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

California’s 2019 nonfat dry 
milk production totaled 661.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 12.7 percent from 

2018 and the state’s highest out-
put of NDM since 2015. Califor-
nia’s share of national output last 
year was 35.7 percent.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing NDM in California in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 NDM pro-
duction totaled 181.4 million 
pounds, up 0.2 percent from 2018. 

Output in all other states in 2019 
totaled 1.008 billion pounds, down 
0.1 percent from 2018. All other 
states accounted for 54.5 percent 
of US NDM output last year, down 
from 56.8 percent in 2018.

There were 38 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in all other states 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

US production of skim milk 
powder in 2019 totaled 572.7 mil-
lion pounds, up 2.2 percent. There 
were 19 plants producing SMP in 
the US last year.

Dry whole milk production last 
year totaled 141 million pounds, 
down 2.2 percent. There were 13 
plants producing dry whole milk in 
the US in 2019.

US production of milk protein 
concentrate in 2019 totaled 161.8 
million pounds, up 9.8 percent. 
There were 15 plants producing 
MPCs in the US last year, one more 
than in 2018.

Butter production in 2019 totaled 
a record 1.99 billion pounds, up 1.3 
percent, or 25.8 million pounds, 
from 2018’s record output.

That marks the second straight 
time that US butter production has 
set a record; 2018’s revised butter 
production of 1.97 billion pounds 
was up 6.5 percent from 2017.

The last time US butter produc-
tion set new records in two con-
secutive years was in 1940 and 
1941, when output totaled 1.837 
billion pounds and 1.872 billion 
pounds, respectively. 

Last year and 2018 are also the 
only two years in which butter pro-
duction topped 1.9 billion pounds.

There were 93 plants producing 
butter in the US in 2019, five fewer 
than in 2018.

West’s Butter Production 
Again Tops 1.0 Billion Pounds
Butter production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.032 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.8 percent from 
2018 and the second straight year 
in which the West’s butter output 
topped 1.0 billion pounds (the 
region’s 2018 butter output was 
revised up by about 77 million 
pounds, to 1.004 billion pounds).

The West’s share of US butter 
production in 2019 was 51.8 per-
cent, up from 51 percent in 2018 
and 46.9 percent in 2017, down 
from 53.9 percent in 2010, and up 
from 42.4 percent in 2000 and 34.6 
percent in 1991.

There were 23 plants producing 
butter in the West region in 2019, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Butter production in the Cen-
tral region in 2019 totaled 772.7 
million pounds, down 0.6 percent 
from 2018.

The Central region’s share of US 
butter production last year was 
38.8 percent, down from 39.5 per-
cent in 2018 and 42.3 percent in 
2017, up from 36.7 percent in 2010 
and 34.9 percent in 2000 but down 
from 52.5 percent in 1991.

There were 32 plants produc-
ing butter in the Central region in 
2019, three fewer than in 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019  pro-
duction totaled 189.1 million 
pounds, up 1.2 percent from 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 share 
of US butter production was 9.5 
percent, unchanged from 2018, 
down from 10.8 percent in 2017, 
up from 9.4 percent in 2010 but 
down from 12.8 percent in 1991.

There were 38 plants producing 
butter in the Atlantic region last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

California’s Production Hits 
Highest Level Since 2014
Butter production in California in 
2019 totaled 595.1 million pounds, 
up 2.8 percent from 2018 and the 
state’s highest level of butter out- For more information, visit www.ivarsoninc.com

Total Butter and Nonfat Dry Milk
Production

Region NDM Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 1.125 b 3.9 60.8 61.0

Central 365.1 m 9.9 19.7 18.8

Atlantic 360.6 -0.3 19.5 20.4

U.S. Total 1.85 billion lbs 4.1

Butter Output Millions Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

California 595.1 2.8 29.8 29.4

Pennsylvania 90.8 5.5 4.6 4.4

New York 26.5 7.2 1.3 1.3

Other 1.282 b 0.2 64.3 65.0
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Dry Whey, WPC, WPI Production 
Fell In 2019; Lactose Output Rose

Dry whey production in all other 
states last year totaled 542.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 4.6 percent from 
2018. All other regions accounted 
for 56.4 percent of US dry whey 
output in 2019, up from 52.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing dry whey in all other states last 
year, two more than in 2018.

Lactose Production Sets
Record
In 2019, US production of lac-
tose, human and animal, totaled 
a record 1.23 billion pounds, up 
6 percent from 2018’s record out-
put. Lactose production has now 
topped 1 billion pounds for nine 
straight years.

There were 33 plants produc-
ing lactose in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Production of whey protein 
concentrate, human and animal, 
totaled 490.8 million pounds in 
2019, down 4.5 percent from 

2018.  Within the WPC category in 
2019, production and plant num-
bers, with comparisons to 2018, 
were as follows:

WPC 25.0-49.9%: 181.4 mil-
lion pounds, down 9.0 percent; 23 
plants, unchanged from 2018.

WPC 50.0-89.9%: 309.3 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.7 percent; 39 
plants, four more than in 2018.

WPC Human: 479.2 million 
pounds, down 5.6 percent; 51 
plants, three more than in 2018.

WPC Animal: 11.5 million 
pounds, up 91.0 percent; 19 plants, 
one more than in 2018.

US production of whey protein 
isolates in 2019 totaled 119.9 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.4 percent 
from 2018’s record output and 
the first production decline since 
2014, when output of 81.3 mil-
lion pounds was down 5.8 million 
pounds from 2013.

There were 20 plants producing 
whey protein isolates in the US in 
2019, three more than in 2018.

US production of dry whey, 
human, in 2019 totaled 961.8 mil-
lion pounds, down 2 percent from 
2018. That was the lowest level 
for dry whey since 2015, when it 
totaled 932.5 million pounds, and 
was also the 10th time in the last 
11 years that dry whey output was 
under 1 billion pounds.

The production record for dry 
whey, human, was 1.11 billion 
pounds, set in 2000. Production 
reached a recent low of 856 mil-
lion pounds in 2014.

There were 31 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the US last 
year, one more than in 2018.

Dry whey production in the Cen-
tral region last year totaled 425.9 
million pounds, down 5 percent 
from 2018. The Central region last 
year accounted for 44.3 percent of 
US dry whey output, down from 
45.7 percent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
dry whey in the Central region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

The West region’s 2019 dry whey 
production totaled 278.8 million 
pounds, up 1.1 percent from 2018. 
The West in 2019 accounted for 29 
percent of US dry whey output, up 
from 28.1 percent in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing dry whey in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2018.

Dry whey production in the 
Atlantic region in 2019 totaled 257 
million pounds, down 0.1 percent 
from 2018. The Atlantic’s share of 
US dry whey output last year was 
26.7 percent, up from 26.2 percent 
in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing dry whey in the Atlantic region 
in 2019, one more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 dry whey 
production totaled 285.8 million 
pounds, down 10.6 percent from 
2018. Wisconsin’s share of US dry 
whey output in 2019 was 29.7 per-
cent, down from 32.6 percent in 
2018.

There were nine plants produc-
ing dry whey in Wisconsin last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Dry whey production in New 
York last year totaled 133.5 mil-
lion pounds, down 6.9 percent 
from 2018. New York last year 
accounted for 13.9 percent of US 
dry whey output, down from 14.6 
percent in 2018.

There were five plants produc-
ing dry wheny in New York in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

US production of sour cream last 
year totaled a record 1.43 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.8 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Sour cream production has now 
set new record highs for six con-
secutive years. Sour cream pro-
duction has increased by almost 
half a billion pounds (490.2 million 
pounds, to be exact) since 2003.

There were 110 plants produc-
ing sour cream in the US in 2019, 
five fewer than in 2018.

Regional sour cream production 
and plant numbers for 2019, with 
comparisons to 2018, were:

Central: 745.6 million pounds, 
up 5.3 percent; 42 plants, one 
fewer than in 2018.

West: 374.9 million pounds, 
down 3.9 percent; 37 plants, three 
fewer than in 2018.

Atlantic: 305.1 million pounds, 
up 0.8 percent; 31 plants, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Ohio lead the US in sour cream 
production producing 280.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 25.1 percent.  

Others included: New York, 
269.8 million pounds, up 0.8 per-

cent; California, 175.8 million 
pounds, down 8.8 percent; Illinois, 
38.9 million pounds, down 11.5 
percent and Oregon, 17.7 million 
pounds, up 4.8 percent.

Sour cream production last year 
in all other states totaled 641.4 
million pounds, down 2 percent 
from 2018.

Production of creamed cot-
tage cheese totaled 357.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.4 percent from 
2018. There were 54 plants pro-
ducing creamed cottage cheese 
last year.

Lowfat cottage cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 327.7 million 
pounds, down 4.2 percent. There 
were 53 plants producing lowfat 
cottage cheese in the US in 2019.

Last year was the second con-
secutive year in which produc-
tion of creamed cottage cheese 
exceeded production of lowfat cot-
tage cheese. 

Production of creamed cottage 
cheese reached a record high of 
1.01 billion pounds in 1972, while 
lowfat cottage cheese peaked in 
2007, at 425.4 million pounds.

Sour Cream Production Sets New Record: 
1.43 Billion Pounds

Small evaporator.
Big performance.
A Better Process.

You can rely on Caloris to
provide an innovative
evaporation system designed
to improve your product,
processes and profitability. All
while maintaining concentrate
quality and liquid purity.

Find out how Caloris can
custom design a cost-
effective and energy-efficient
evaporation system for your
challenges at caloris.com or
call 410-822-6900.

For more information, visit www.caloris.com

Product 2019
Output

Percent 
Change

Skim Milk Powder 572.7 m 2.2

Milk Protein 
Concentrate 161.8 m 9.8

Dry Whole Milk 141.0 m -2.2

Dry Buttermilk 118.3 m 0.2

Dry Whey 
(Human) 961.8 m -2.0

Lactose 1.23 b 3.0

Whey Protein 
Concentrate      
50 -89.9

309.3 m -1.7

Whey Protein 
Isolates 119.9 m -1.4
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Yogurt Production Drops 1.7%, 
Falls To Lowest Level Since 2011
US production of yogurt, plain and 
flavored, in 2019 totaled 4.38 bil-
lion pounds, down 1.7 percent 
from 2018 and the lowest level of 
US yogurt output since 2011, when 
it totaled 4.27 billion ponds.

Yogurt production had reached 
a record high of 4.76 billion pounds 
in 2014, but has declined in four of 
the five years since then.

There were 161 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Yogurt production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.93 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.5 percent from 
2018. The Central region’s share of 
US yogurt output in 2019 was 44.1 
percent, up from 41.5 percent in 
2018.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Central region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 
yogurt production totaled 1.25 
billion pounds, down 6.6 percent 
from 2018. The Atlantic’s share of 
US yogurt production last year was 
28.5 percent, down from 30 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 87 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Atlantic region in 
2019, one more than in 2018.

Yogurt production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.2 bil-
lion pounds, down 5.6 percent 
from 2018. The West’s share of 
US yogurt output in 2019 was 27.3 
percent, down from 28.5 percent 
in 2018.

There were 37 plants producing 
yogurt in the West region last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

New York’s 2019 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 679.2 million pounds, 
down 1.7 percent from 2018. New 
York’s share of 2019 US yogurt out-
put was 15.5 percent, down 1.7 
percent from 2018.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in New York last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in Califor-
nia last year totaled 372.0 mil-
lion pounds, down 10.4 percent 
fromm 2018. California last year 
accounted for 8.5 percent of US 
yogurt output, down from 9.3 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 20 plants produc-
ing yogurt in California in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in Texas last 
year totaled 37.8 million pounds, 
up 19.6 percent from 2018. 

Texas in 2019 accounted for 0.9 
percent of the United States yogurt 
production, up from 0.7 percent in 
2018.

There were three plants pro-
ducing yogurt in Texas last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 3.29 billion 
pounds, down 0.8 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted 
for 75.1 percent of US yogurt out-
put last year, up from 74.4 percent 
in 2018.

There were 101 plants produc-
ing yogurt in all other states in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Regular ice cream production 
in in the United States in 2019 
totaled 861.5 million gallons, up 
1.1 percent from 2018. Produc-
tion of lowfat ice cream last year 

totaled 464.8 million gallons, up 1 
percent from 2018.

Frozen yogurt production in 
2019 totaled 62.1 million gallons, 
up 12.8 percent from 2018.

Employee Owned and Operated with locations in Minnesota | Idaho | California

How flexible is your cheesemaking process?

Today’s demanding processing environment requires innovative automation solutions that 
deliver results and ensure uninterrupted uptime. 

At its core, our design strategy is driven by ease of use and flexibility, with open 
architecture that puts you in control of your production down to the smallest details.

Easy to follow operator 
control graphic screen

Skid assembly and complete 
testing prior to shipping

NFPA friendly panel design

Custom  reporting for your plant needs
Engineered custom enclosure to 

suit your plant specifications

Completely custom designed & fabricated based on your needs.  

For more information, visit www.APT-Inc.com

Extra Copies of 
Cheese Reporter’s

Dairy Production Extra 
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by calling:
608-246-8430;
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info@cheesereporter.com;

or by download at
www.cheesereporter.com/

dpe2020htm

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018 
Share

New York 679.2 m -1.7 15.5 15.5

California 372.0 -10.4 8.5 9.3

Texas 37.8 19.6 0.9 0.7

Oregon Moved To Other DNR

Other 3.29 b -0.8 75.1 74.4

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 1.93 b 4.5 44.1 41.5

Atlantic 1.25 -6.6 28.5 30

West 1.2 -5.6 27.3 28.5

U.S. Total 4.38 billion lbs -1.7

0

1

2

3

4

5

1989

1999

2009

2019

Column1Yogurt Production
1989 - 2019



CHEESE REPORTERPage 16 May 15, 2020

Cheddar Output
Continue from 9

There were eight plants pro-
ducing Cheddar in Iowa in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Vermont’s 2019 Cheddar pro-
duction totaled 101.4 million 
pounds, up 0.3 percent from 
2018. Vermont’s 2019 share of US 
Cheddar output was 2.7 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 12 plants producing 
Cheddar in Vermont last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Cheddar production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 1.75 billion 
pounds, down 1.7 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted 
for 46.7 percent of US output last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in all other states in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

In the USDA-NASS Dairy Prod-
ucts 2019 Summary, individual 
states are not shown when fewer 
than three plants reported or 
when individual plant operations 
could be disclosed. Idaho’s Ched-
dar output would be an example.

Other American-Type Cheese
Sets New Production Record
In 2019, production of other (non-
Cheddar) American-type cheeses 
totaled a record 1.496 billion 
pounds, up 3 percent from 2018’s 
record output. 

Other American-type cheeses 
last year accounted for 11.4 per-
cent of total US cheese produc-
tion, up from 11.1 percent in 2018. 

There were 153 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the US last year, eight fewer 
than in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in the West region in 
2019 totaled 751.2 million pounds, 
up 6.9 percent from 2018. The 

West’s share of US output last year 
was 50.2 percent, up from 48.4 
percent in 2018.

There were 22 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
West region last year, three fewer 
than in 2018.

The Central region’s 2019 pro-
duction of other American-type 
cheese totaled 726.3 million 
pounds, down 0.7 percent from 
2018. The Central’s share of US 
output last year was 48.6 percent, 
down from 50.4 percent in 2018.

There were 82 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
Central region last year, one fewer 
than in 2018.

Production of other Ameri-
can-type cheese in the Atlantic 
region last year totaled 18.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
2018. The Atlantic’s share of US 
production in 2019 was 1.2 per-
cent, unchanged from 2018.

There were 49 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region in 2019, four fewer 
than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 290.5 million pounds, 
down 6.6 percent from 2018. Wis-
consin’s share of US output last 
year was 19.4 percent, down from 
21.4 percent in 2018.

There were 47 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
Wisconsin in 2019, one fewer than 
in 2018.

California’s production of other 
American-type cheese last year 
totaled 287.3 million pounds, 
down 2.8 percent from 2018. Cali-
fornia’s share of US production in 
2019 was 19.2 percent, down from 
20.4 percent in 2018.

There were 10 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
California last year, two fewer than 
in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in Iowa last year 
totaled 96.8 million pounds, up 
41.5 percent from 2018. Iowa’s 
share of US output last year was 
6.5 percent, up from 4.7 percent 
in 2018. There were four plants 
producing other American-type 
cheese in Iowa in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 18.6 million pounds, down 
45.1 percent from 2018. Minneso-
ta’s share of US production in 2019 
was 1.2 percent, down from 2.3 

percent in 2018. There were five 
plants producing other American-
type cheese in Minnesota in 2019, 
one more than in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in all other states in 
2019 totaled 802.3 million pounds, 
up 7.9 percent from 2018. 

All other states accounted for 
53.6 percent of United States pro-
duction last year, up from 51.2 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 87 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
all other states last year, six fewer 
than in 2018.
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Cheddar Cheese Production - 2019
State Output Percent 

Change
2019 
Share

2018 
Share

Wisconsin 712.6 m -0.3 19.1 18.8

Minnesota 589.7 0.01 15.8 15.5

Idaho Moved To Other DNR

California 309.2 -7.6 8.3 8.8

Oregon 171.9 -0.3 4.6 4.5

Iowa 106.4 -6.4 2.8 3.0

Vermont 101.4 0.3 2.7 2.7

Other 1.75 b -1.7 46.7 46.7

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 1.87 b -1.6 50.2 50.1

West 1.54 b -2.4 41.3 41.6

Atlantic 318.8 m 1.4 8.5 8.3

U.S. Total 3.74 billion lbs -1.7 28.4 29.2

Cheddar
28.4%

Other 
Cheese
71.6%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production

Parmesan, Provolone, Romano, Ricotta 
Cheese Production Fell In 2019
US production of Italian-type 
cheeses other than Mozzarella in 
2019 totaled 1.18 billion pounds, 
down 2.3 percent from 2018.

Other Italian cheeses last year 
accounted for 9.0 percent of total 
US cheese production, down from 
9.2 percent in 2018.

Production of soft Italian 
cheeses in 2019, including Mozz, 
Ricotta and others, totaled 4.77 
billion pounds, up 2.7 percent.

Ricotta production last year 
totaled 244.7 million pounds, down 
1 percent from 2018; and produc-
tion of other soft Italian cheeses 
totaled 27.2 million pounds, up 1.2 
percent from 2018.

There were 58 plants produc-
ing Ricotta in the US in 2019, two 
more than in 2018.

US production of hard Italian 
cheeses last year totaled 904.1 
million pounds, down 2.7 percent 
from 2018.

The Central region last year 
accounted for 72.2 percent of US 
hard Italian cheese output, up 
from 71.3 percent in 2018.

The West accounted for 16.3 
percent of US hard Italian cheese 
production, down from 17.7 per-
cent in 2018.

The Atlantic region last year 
accounted for 11.5 percent of US 
hard Italian cheese output, up 
from 11.1 percent in 2018.

US Parmesan production last 
year totaled 412 million pounds, 

down 2.9 percent from 2018 and 
the second straight decline since 
Parm output reached a record high 
of 450.6 million pounds in 2017. 

There were 45 plants producing 
Parmesan last year, four fewer than 
in 2018. Wisconsin’s 2019 Parme-
san production totaled 223 million 
pounds, up 2 percent from 2018. 
Parm output in all other states last 
year totaled 189 million pounds, 
down 8.1 percent from 2018.

Provolone production in the 
US last year totaled 384.1 million 
pounds, down 3.5 percent from 
2018. There were 43 plants mak-
ing Provolone in 2019, up three.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Provolone 
output totaled 208 million pounds, 
down 2.6 percent from 2018. Out-
put in all other states last year 
totaled 176 million pounds, down 
4.4 percent from 2018.

Romano cheese production last 
year totaled 54.6 million pounds, 
down 5.9 percent from 2018. 
There were 28 plants producing 
Romano in the US in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Romano 
production totaled 29.2 mil-
lion pounds, down 11.1 percent. 
Romano production in all other 
states last year totaled 25.5 million 
pounds, up 0.8 percent from 2018.

US production of other hard 
Italian cheeses in 2019 totaled 
53.4 million pounds, up 9.1 per-
cent from 2018.



CHEESE REPORTERMay 15, 2020 Page 17

Cheese Output
Continue from 7

down 0.1 percent, or 2.1 million 
pounds, from 2018’s record out-
put. That was the second decline 
in California in the last three years; 
the state’s 2017 output, 2.513 bil-
lion pounds, had been down 1.5 
million pounds from 2016.

California’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 19.3 per-
cent, down from 19.5 percent in 
2018 and 19.9 percent in 2017 but 
up from 18.1 percent in 2000 and 
11.6 percent in 1990.

There were 57 plants producing 
cheese in California in 2019, four 
fewer than in 2018.

The gap between Wisconsin and 
California cheese production last 
year was 822.6 million pounds, 
down from 879.6 million pounds 
in 2018.

Idaho’s Production Tops 1 
Billion Pounds For First Time
Cheese production in Idaho last 
year totaled 1.008 billion pounds, 
up 1.7 percent from 2018 and the 
first time ever that Idaho’s cheese 
output topped 1 billion pounds.

Idaho thus becomes just the 
third state to produce more than 1 
billion pounds of cheese in a single 
year, joining Wisconsin (which first 
topped 1.0 billion pounds in 1972) 
and California (which first topped 
1.0 billion pounds in 1996).

Idaho’s share of US output last 
year was 7.7 percent, up from 7.6 
percent in 2018 and 2017, down 
from 7.8 percent in 2016, but up 
from 7.1 percent in 2000.

There were nine plants pro-
ducing cheese in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

New Mexico’s 2019 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 956.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent from 
2018. New Mexico’s cheese out-
put has increased by 347 million 
pounds since 2009.

New Mexico’s share of US pro-
duction last year was 7.3 percent, 
up from 6.9 percent in 2018, 6.1 
percent in 2017, 6.4 percent in 
2016 and 6.1 percent in 2006.

There were four plants produc-
ing cheese in New Mexico in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Cheese production in New York 
state last year totaled a record 
832.2 million pounds, up 3.7 per-
cent from 2018. New Yorks’ pre-
vious production record, 829.4 
million pounds, was set in 2017.

New York’s share last year was 
6.3 percent, up from 6.2 percent in 
2018 but down from 6.6 percent in 
2017, 6.8 percent in 2016 and 8.8 
percent in 2000.

There were 65 plants producing 
cheese in New York state in 2019, 
three more than in 2018.

Production Falls In MN, PA, 
OH, Records Set In SD, IA, OR
Cheese production in Minnesota in 
2019 totaled 730.4 million pounds, 

down 1.4 percent from 2018’s 
record output. 

Minnesota’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 5.6 per-
cent, down from 5.7 percent in 
2018, unchanged from 2017 and 
down from 8.4 percent in 2000.

There were 12 plants producing 
cheese in Minnesota last year, one 
more than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 cheese 
production totaled 432.2 million 
pounds, down 0.4 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Pennsylvania’s share of US 
cheese output last year was 3.3 
percent, unchanged from 2018.

There were 43 plants produc-
ing cheese in Pennsylvania in 2019, 
three fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in South 
Dakota last year totaled a record 
347.7 million pounds, up 18.5 per-
cent, or 54.2 million pounds, from 
2018 and up more than 110 million 
pounds from 2010. South Dako-
ta’s cheese production has more 
than doubled since 2004, when it 
totaled 159.3 million pounds.

South Dakota’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
2.6 percent, up from 2.3 percent 
in 2018 and 2.2 percent in 2017.

There were seven cheese 
plants in South Dakota in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Iowa’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 333.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 12.7 percent from 
2018’s record output and the 
first time ever that Iowa’s cheese 
production topped 300 million 
pounds.

Iowa’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 2.5 percent, 
up from 2.3 percent in 2018.

There were 11 plants producing 
cheese in Iowa in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Cheese production in Ohio last 
year totaled 226.8 million pounds, 
down 5.2 percent from 2018’s 
record output. Ohio’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
1.7 percent, down from 1.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 19 plants producing 
cheese in Ohio in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Oregon’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 211.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 0.6 percent from 
2018’s record output. Oregon’s 
share of US cheese output last 
year was 1.6 percent, unchanged 
from 2018.

There were eight plants pro-
ducing cheese in Oregon last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Vermont’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled 145.1 million pounds, 
down 1.2 percent from 2018. 
Vermont’s share of US cheese 
output in 2019 was 1.1 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 39 plants producing 
cheese in Vermont last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in Illinois last 
year totaled 80.4 million pounds, 

At H&C we are constantly 
developing solutions 
to enhance efficiency 
and drive growth

Our solutions offer 
enhanced return 
on investment and 
operational efficiency:

Reduced work injuries
Increased running times
Increased product quality
Reduced wastage
Smaller footprint

US Toll Free  800-351-1745
NZ Phone +64 6 872 7140
Email enquiries@hadencustance.com

For more information, visit www.hadencustance.com

down 2.2 percent from 2018. 
There were 12 plants produc-
ing cheese in Illinois in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

New Jersey’s 2019 cheese 
production totaled 57.8 million 
pounds, down 19.4 percent from 
2018. There were 14 plants pro-
ducing cheese in New Jersey last 
year, unchanged fo 2018.

Cheese production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 1.87 billion 
pounds, up 0.1 percent from 2018. 
All other states accounted for 14.2 
percent of US cheese output last 
year, down from 14.3 percent in 
2018.

There were 130 plants produc-
ing cheese in all other states in 
2019, three fewer than in 2018.

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

1989

1999

2009

2019

Column1Total Cheese 
Production
1989  - 2019

State Output Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018 
Share

Wisconsin 3.364 b -1.7 25.6 26.3

California 2.541 b -0.1 19.3 19.5

Idaho 1.008 b 1.7 7.7 7.6

New Mexico 956.5 m 6.8 7.3 6.9

New York 832.2 3.7 6.3 6.2

Minnesota 730.4 -1.4 5.6 5.7

Pennsylvania 432.2 -0.4 3.3 3.3

South Dakota 347.7 18.5 2.6 2.3

Iowa 333.9 12.7 2.5 2.3

Ohio 226.8 -5.2 1.7 1.8

Oregon 211.1 0.6 1.6 1.6

Vermont 145.1 -1.2 1.1 1.1

Illinois 80.4 -2.2 0.6 0.6

New Jersey 57.8 -19.4 0.4 0.5

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 6.000 b -0.01 45.7 46

West 5.540 b 1.6 42.2 41.8

Atlantic 1.596 b 0.8 12.1 12.1

U.S. Total 13.137 billion lbs 0.8




